BLACK WOMEN: HERE'S YOUR WAKEUP CALL
We don't need to stand by trouble, says SHERON PATTERSON               02:43 PM CDT on Saturday, June 10, 2006
Bill Cosby is right -- again. 
During his address at Spelman, Bill Cosby urged the graduating women to stay single.

This time it's in regard to the need for African-American women to get on with their lives and not wait on -- or consider -- male counterparts who are leading unproductive lives as potential marriage partners. 

The unfortunate truth is that more black men are in prison than in college. At the commencement exercise for Atlanta's Spelman College, Mr. Cosby urged the graduating women to go it alone because the plight of African-American men makes it difficult to find suitable marriage partners. 

"It's no time for you to play anymore," he reportedly said. "Men as young boys are dropping out of high school, but they can memorize lyrics of very difficult rap songs and know how to braid each other's hair." 

These words drew laughter and applause from the audience, but lots of African-American men across the nation were stung by these remarks. Many say they feel disrespected and disenfranchised by Mr. Cosby. They also believe that he is encouraging women to leave troubled men behind. 

Mr. Cosby is, in fact, doing just that, and I suggest that African-American women take his advice. This round of Cosby comments may be just the wakeup call we need. 

A large segment of African-American men are in trouble and should get themselves together. Yet Mr. Cosby is not talking about all black men. Many are productive citizens -- employed, taxpaying men who contribute to the well being of our society on many levels. They are concerned, involved fathers and stable, loving husbands. 

We just need more like them. 

At least, that's the suggestion of an in-depth survey of African-American men conducted by The Washington Post, the Kaiser Foundation and Harvard University. Among the findings, we learned that black men say: 

*They disrespect black women. 

*They put too much emphasis on sex and sports and not enough on education. 

*"Their collective problems owe more to what they have failed to do themselves rather than what white people have done to blacks." 

I also believe that Mr. Cosby has been right over the past few years with his controversial comments about personal responsibility in the African-American community. He's condemned everything from generational welfare to the wearing of pants low on the backsides of young men. 

Mr. Cosby's latest comments spotlight the African-American woman's response to ever-increasing turmoil. For centuries, African-American women have maintained a fierce loyalty to their men and, in so doing, accepted and even mollycoddled inappropriate behavior. 

The fact that we embraced it meant that we endorsed it. Now we can help change the situation. 

In my latest book, Put on Your Crown; The Black Woman's Guide to Living Single and Christian, I note that single African-American women across the nation chafe against the stats of dwindling eligible men and vicissitudes that cause the low numbers. 

They face a diminishing pool of eligible marriage partners, and, in response, a fierce competition has evolved. As a result, some accept scandalous dating practices in order to simply proclaim, "I have a man in my life." 

They, like me, understand that institutional racism is at fault for some of the negatives, but not all. I encourage them to keep pressing ahead at full steam, to keep achieving and keep ascending with no halt in their stride. 

We will pray for those men who are in trouble, but we collectively release the Messiah complex that compels us to attempt to save everybody. 

We have our own lives to live. 

[image: image1.jpg]


Sheron Patterson is senior pastor of Highland Hills United Methodist Church in Dallas. Her e-mail address is revscp@highlandhillsumc.org
