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Deatb of Lena Lake F(,)rrest ..

Mirs. Lena Lake Forrest, second President of the Na-
tional Federation and first President of the Michigan
Federation, died in Chelsea, Michigan on May 8, a few
davs before the Michigan convention.

A memorial service was held on Sunday, May 20, by
the convention assembly in Detroit. Private funeral
services were held in Detroit on May 10, and burial
was in Saginaw.

The Michigan Federation, founded in 1918, ante-
dated the national organization by one vear. Mrs. For-
est, as a past state president, was able to bring un-
usual experience and practical ability to the voung Na-
tional Federation during
her three tenmns as presi-
dent, 1920-23. Llected at
the St Paul Convention,

suceceding annual conven-
tions, one of which. in
Cleveland, saw the choos-
ing of the Federation em-
blem, Nike.

AMiys. Forrest was known
te: the entite Federation as
well ag to benehelaries of
the Fellowship bearing her
name, which was  estab-
lished in 1923 when she
became Honorary  Presi-
dent of the National Fed-
eration for life. Her
thoughts were with the
Federation up to the lagt
of her life. In the follow-
ing letter to President
Rawalt, dated Aprii 1§
1856, she wrote:

“I received vour invita-
tion to attend the 13th
Bienuial Convention, and
much to my regret, I am unable to attend. I have
been 1l the last few weeks, and therefore 1 am unable
to travel. My thoughts will be with you at the time of
the convention.”

The August 1920 InpeErENDENT Wonian said of the
new National President that she was the “personifica-
tion of the creed that the ‘woman who has arrived’ in
business should be a big sister to the vounger girls. No
voung woman ever seeks an inlerview or advice in vain,
Her cordial manner and willingness to let the other
woman have her chance are two of the biggest assets
she s bringing to her new office.”

The article in the organization’s official magazine
goes on to say that Mrs. Forrest had been associated
for years with her husband in his work as a member of
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il

the Michigan Board of Corrections and Charities, and
upon his death, she accepted an executive position
at the Michigan Industrial Home for Girls. Later she
became conmected with the Massachusetts Mutual
Life Insurance Company and at the time of her elec-
tion as Natianal President she had become one of the
leading women underwriters in the countiy.

Mrs. Forrest had served fwo terms as president of
the Detroit Women's Clubs and was serving her third
term as president of the Michigan Federation of BPW
Chibs when she was elected to the highest national
office of this organization.

Called the “frst busi-
ness woman' of the land.
Mis. Forrest was paid high
tribute by Inprpenvpent
Wontan, which said she
had a dignity and poise
“which assure the Federa-
ton of a splendid presid-
ing officer”” She was
quoted as saving, “This is
net a one-woman job. 1t is
unity of cffort within and
without the Tederation
that will count.”

Another article, i the
December 1923 issue
of Inprrenpevr Wonian,
was written bv Mrs. For.
rest on her favorite sub-
ject, Scholarship Funds.
Characteristically, she
pointed out that such a
fund should be handled
i the most business-fike
way, “alwavs with the idea
of conserving the interests
of the girl, never in anv
way allowing a tinge of
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charity to touch that fund.’

She wrote that she had been attending a recent
exhubit of women’s activitics in New York, in which
the women manned their own booths, showing to the
world what had been accomplished in the fast 50 VEATs.

“I amn wondering.” she said, “just how much the
business women of this country are willing to sacrifice
that the women who arce to follow us shall bring the
right preparation for their work in the business world.”

She concluded by saying, “Let us as women learn
to forget self and work for a great cause,” and by quot-
ing these four lines: '

A farther god
A richer soul”

“A larger world
A keener mind




