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This candidate for the
Ph.ID. in Fine Arts bves in
no ivory tower, She is the
mother of three children.

The Woman Graduate Student.

by BERNICE BROWN CRONKHITE

N a recent seed eatalogue appeared a picture of a
much-frilled petunia labelled “very double.” That is
the adjective that best describes the life of our young

women in Graduate School. They are carrving a full pro-

. _gram of advanced study. many are earnmg part of their
N flexpenses. almost one-third are marricd and  keeping
R

lmusc and of thcsc many have from one to four children,

“Mary Jones"—to put a fhetitious name on a real
pcrsonws‘mr{uﬁ her graduate work in anthropelogy seyv-
eral years ago. W hcn she §m({ completed the required
two vears of “course work,” paving her tuition with
what she earned by typing, she was ready to begin her
thesis. At this pnu*t the U5, Navy asked her fo go to
one of the islands in the South Pacific over which the
Navy had control and to repert to the Navy on the
habits of the idanders. This represented a desire on
the Navy's part to administer the islands m ways that
would be consistent with native customs. Before satling
for the South Pacific, Mary married and while on the
isiand had two children. She is new back in the Gradu-
ate School. keeping house. typing her own and her
hushband’s theses. and bringing up “two children.

Ylane Smith” was ahcady m the Graduate School
when she married. Her husband was called into military
service and was lost over Korea. She is back in Graduate
School, bringing up a voung son, and lelping meet
cxpenses by part-time teaching,

The cheice which a young woman used to be called
apon to make between marnage and paid emplovment
s uc longer necessary. I she wishes to undertake pro-
fessional training she may do so, whether married or
single. This represents a minor revolution. Twenty-five
years ago only a very small percentage of Radeliffe
gradunte students were marnied. This year many are.
Jveither the wifc nor the husband regards this as any-

& f;ﬁ‘?nn" uvssual. Family budgets are drawn up to include
S taition for both halves of the family, and whatever the

two can earn around the eodges of their study hours
gocs into the common purse.

1956 Model

What cffect does this change have on the hushand's
clf-esteem? I the wife is wise, she will be careful not
to let her work loom so large as to crowd oot her
hushband’s nceds and intcrests, Her job as wife and
mother comes fist. Only if she temembers this will
her hushand take pride in her scholastic acmmpliﬂhmcnts.
A young wifc who had compleied the requirements for
the Ph. D befare her husband could complete his degree,
war service having intervened. was brought into the
Graduate School office by her hushand, who said, beam-
ing. “T want von to meet Mr. and Dr. X The new
Dr. X had had three children during her vears in the
Graduate School, and there must have been manvy
occastons when she had to push her own studies far
into the background. '

Among the grow mg number of marricd graduate stu-
denis, we notzcc an increasing number of hm band and
wife teams. There was a i’mm when the Curies” and the
Sidney Webbs™ were the only couples mentioned as
'1(.111{:\1110 distinction in joint mtcliectual activity. The
usunl prlttﬁlﬂ appeared te be that of a husband engaged
in rescarch and teaching and writing, with a wife whe
could werify his references, type, and assist him m other
minor ways. The great physiologist, Walter Cannon,
when publishing a book on glands and digestion, said
he should have dedicated it to by wife “withowt whose
stomach this book could not have been written.”

Today, with the incrcasing scope of scientific knowl-
cdge. a hushand and wife can have specializations
within what appears to a layman to be a very narrow
ficld. Enrolled in the Raddife Graduate School this
year is a4 voung woman working in physical chemistry
married 1o a stadent in chemical phvsics.  They should
prove a good team. In another casc the wife is a student
of Arabic, while her husband is specializing in Near
East politics.

Some people ask, “What good docs a Ph.D. do a
married woman other than give her a pleasant fecling of
accomplishment? She can hardly take a job while bnnm
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A PhD in Medical Scienees, this mother of four teaches on
university faculty and finds time to eagage in rescarch as well,

ing up anall children.” Tt is true that until the young
est child is well started in school, a mother cannot be
away from home for any length of time. Bven with
good help, 1 any case hard to find, she will not want to
e away every day. But in the case of Pr. X for example,
Wi}en the youngest of her three chitdren is in school, she
will be Qrféy thirty-onc.  With the present extension of
human life—particularly a woman’s life—shic can expeet
nearly forty_ycars more, thirty-four vears belfore reaching our
present retirement age. I she has enjoved her advanced
study :m'(’i done well it will the next thirtv-four veats not
be happicr for her and for her Family and more fruitfol for
.sOClle}f if she fakes up a pmfcxsin{mi fugk? If o woman
waits, however, until she s thirtv-one to start cradunte
\}"01’}{, _shc may find herself under o sovere h?nditnp.
She will be in competition with women vears younger
w!m arc continuing  from college to eracuate sehool
without mterruption. They sct the p:.tcé. and alihough
a4 woman can get hack into fuiltime studving by making
an efort. it is sometimes not advisable far her to under
take it

Vhen & mmmied woman with her Ph.D.in hand secks
employment, she mav rup into difficulties. Secicty 1
still inctined to look for single women o take paid obs
outside the home cven though the census figures show
more and more married women in the wWaAge-Carning
group. Tublic sentiment 15 not vet mostep. {n a large
state university the women students were asked xccm?t-
?y Q four—qucsti(m qucstiommirc:

1. Did either of vour
side the home?

gremdm()thcrs carn wmdney out
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2. 1f they worked, what did they do?
3. Does your mother cam moncy outside the home?
4, If she works, what docs she do?

In answer to the frst question. 25 percent said ves;
one or both grandmothers had worked. The ANSWET to
the second showed the favored callings to have been
teaching and nursing. In answer to the thud guestion
75 percent said yes. their mothers were or had been
employed and the tasks they alled covercd a very wide
range indeed.

A young woumn who recently completed  the re-
quircments for a doctor’s degree in chemistry martied
4 chemist in the research and development departiment
of a large pharmaccutic;ﬂ houwse, She applied for a job
in the same frm and was told that it was against com-
pany, policy 1o emplov husband and wife. The chicf
pm'smmd officer offered, however, fo interview  her
and advise her. In the course of the interview he said,
“NWWhen vou and your hashand are alone. do you over
discuss chemistry?” “All the time,” she replied. “If
vou do not come to us, what will vou do?”. he asked.
LOn.” she said, ©T shatl look for ajob at ... 7 numing
thewr biggest commoercial rival. The INECRVICWOT engage&
her on the spot. She was given her own iaboratory, 2
higher salary than she cxpected and fwo  years later.
two nonths maternity leave. On coliege facultics the
rule against employing hushand and wife is widely ob-
corved but with the scarcity of college teachers predicted
for 1065, a relaxing of tlis rule can he anticipated.

Tn the expanding ficld of the social scicnces, especially
in that arca called “human relations.” it is possible that
women have something to say which men have ot said
and cannot be expected fo say. Perhaps marricd women
have a special contribution to make here. Ia the formu-
tation of social aims, in the drafting of social legislation.
4 woman with the same training #5 a man Mmay have
Uit different ideas. Both sides need to be heard and
weigled. It is greatly fo the advauntage of society that
voung people apable of making contributions i thesc
ficids be educated. sogardless of sox.

President Jefferson writing of cducation a century
Ago may fyave had women in wind when he said, “Tt
is our duty to cull from cvery condition of our people
the nuatural aristocracy of falent and virtue and prepare
it at public expense tor the care of the pubhc concerns.”’
Today he might have speiled it out “men and women,
married and anmarricd.” for our socicty will fpurish
only to the degree that all our citizens are cncouraged
and pa'cpurcd to wmake their maximum contribution in
whatever feld their talents lic.

this pioncer step.

There is hardly an tmporiant enterprise i onr couniry chich does not depend, in part at
least, on research. Education, cmployment,
funitics are no exceplion. There is need for a foundal'i(m seb up fo find answers to some
of the many questions which Loth men and scomen are asking aloul swomen. [ congraiulate
the National Federation of Business and Professional IFomen's Clubs on having taken

women's special contribuiions and oppor-
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